
Hear from senior biotechnology leaders, make new 
contacts and connect with old friends.  Some of 
our speakers include Jim Greenwood, CEO of 
BIO; Elizabeth Woo, VP Global Accounts at 
Thermo Fisher Scientific; Ashley Dombkowski, 
Managing Director at MPM Capital; David  
Johnson, Assistant Director of Research at Cal 
West Seeds; and Charles Severance, General 
Manager of Wholesale Electricity & Renewable  
Energy at WPS.   
See page two for more speakers. 

• Opening Keynote Jim Greenwood; President & 

CEO of Biotechnology Industry Organization 
(BIO) 

• Plenary Sessions convened by industry leaders 

and focused on genomics and personalized 
health care, and funding strategies for success  

• Concurrent Sessions on opportunities at the  

intersection of agriculture and biotechnology, 
changing models in drug development, and 
emerging trends in bio-energy 

• Exhibit Hall with over 40 participants 
 

 

• Luncheon Plenary and Candidate Forum  

• Collaboration Corner to provide you a setting 

to meet with industry colleagues  

• Emerging Company Showcase highlighting 

this year’s winners 

• Closing Keynote Elizabeth Woo, Ph.D.; VP 

Global Accounts; Thermo Fisher Scientific 

• Closing Reception 
 

Program Highlights: 

Registration Now Open! 

Speakers Announced: Who Should Attend? 

This summit is for company executives, investors, 
researchers,  and professional  services  
providers; anyone with an interest in the industry 
will find it worthwhile.  
 
As a participant at the summit you will gain new 
insights into the issues, opportunities and  
competitive landscape of biotechnology; take 
stock of your position; and be able to craft your 
strategies to survive, thrive and prosper into the 
next decade.  



Biodigesters and Energy:  New Technologies and  

Economic Challenges / Opportunities with the Grid 

Michael Lizotte; Director of Sustainability; UW Oshkosh 

Michael Moore; Senior DSM and Renewable Energy Consultant;  

Wisconsin Public Service 

Tom Rehberger; Vice President for Innovation; Danisco 

Charles Severance; General Manager; Wholesale Electricity &  

Renewable Energy; Wisconsin Public Service 

 

Healthcare Changes and Challenges:  Opportunities for  

Biotech Entrepreneurs  

Gayle Kirkpatrick; Divisional Vice President, Global Licensing &  

Business Development; Abbott  

Michael Ostrov, M.D.; Medical Director; Group Health Cooperative 

Mike Wokasch; Owner; Wokasch Consulting, LLC 

Steven Xanthoudakis Ph.D.; Director of Worldwide Licensing and  

External Research; Merck 

 

Agriculture and Biotechnology:  Partnerships and  

Opportunities at the Intersection 

Doug Boyes Ph.D.; Middleton Campus Site Lead; Monsanto Company  

Phillip Brumm, Ph.D.; CoFounder and CSO; C-56 Technologies 

David Johnson, Ph.D.; Assistant Director of Research; Cal West 

Seeds 

Lee Anne Murphy, Ph.D.; Executive Director; Manitoba Agri-Health 

Research Network (MAHRN)  

 

 

Connecting Bench to Bedside:  Leading the Personalized 

Health Care Revolution 

Murray Brilliant Ph.D.; Director of the Center for Human Genetics; 

Marshfield Clinic Research Foundation 

Ulrich Broeckel, MD ; Director, Individualized Medicine Institute;  

Medical College of Wisconsin 

Laura Douglass; President and CEO; Next Generation Clinical  

Research 

Catherine McCarty Ph.D., M.P.H.; Principal Investigator for  

Personalized Medicine Research Project; Marshfield Clinic 

David Page Ph.D.; Professor; Department of Biostatistics and Medical 

Informatics and Computer Science; UW Madison 

Peggy Peissig; Associate Director of the Biomedical Informatics  

Research Center; Marshfield Clinic Research Foundation 

 

Biotech Company Funding . . . Two Years Post-Lehman.  

Seeking Strategies for Success 

Mark Dempster; Managing Director in Healthcare Investment Banking; 

Thomas Weisel Partners  

Ashley Dombkowski, Ph.D.; Managing Director; MPM Capital 

Steven Kuemmerle, Ph.D.; Director, Venture Investments; Abbott  

Biotech Ventures 

Robert Lippert; President and CEO; ZARS Pharma. 

Trevor Twose, Ph.D.; CEO; Mithridion, Inc. 

Paul Weiss, Ph.D.; Managing Director; Venture Investors 

 

Register or more info:   
www.bioforward.org 
(608) 236-4693 

 

Program Outline 

Co-Chairs: Laura E. Strong, Ph.D., President 
 Quintessence Biosciences, Inc 
           
Committee:    Michael Moore   
 Renewable Energy Consultant, Wisconsin Public Service 
  
 Randall Schultz, Ph.D., Team Lead—Dicot Gene  
 Expression Technology, Monsanto Company 

Thank you to our Summit Planning Committee: 

Marsha Barwick, Assistant Director 
Marshfield Clinic Applied Sciences 
 
Trevor M. Twose, Ph.D. 
CEO, Mithridion, Inc. 
 
Mike Wokasch 
Owner, Wokasch Consulting, LLC 

7:30-8:00 AM Registration / Continental Breakfast 

8:00-8:30 AM Welcome and Introduction / Recognize Emerging Company Showcase Winners 

8:30-9:30 AM A Vision for Biotech Innovation:  Heal, Fuel and Feed the World 
Jim Greenwood; President & CEO; Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO) 

9:45-11:00 AM Biodigesters and Energy:  New 
Technologies and Economic Chal-
lenges / Opportunities with the Grid 

Healthcare Changes and  
Challenges:  Opportunities for Bio-

tech Entrepreneurs  

Agriculture and  
Biotechnology:  Partnerships and 

Opportunities at the  
Intersection 

11:30-12:45 PM “Connecting Bench to Bedside:  Leading the Personalized Health Care Revolution” 

12:45-2:15 PM Luncheon Plenary: Candidate Forum 

2:30-3:45 PM “Biotech Company Funding . . . Two Years Post-Lehman.  Seeking Strategies for Success” 

4:15-5:15 PM Accelerating Discoveries That Will Transform Healthcare: Perspectives from a Life Sciences Tools Company 
Elizabeth S. Woo, Ph.D.; Vice President Global Accounts; Thermo Fisher Scientific 

5:15-7:00 PM Closing Reception 

Summit Sessions and Speakers 


